2022 New York State

RECOVERY CONFERENCE

"WHEN WE ALL RECOVER"
HOLISTIC RECOVERY FOR INDIVIDUALS,
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

2022 New York State

RECOVERY CONFERENCE
OPENING PLENARY WITH COMMISSIONER
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 9:00 AM

Speakers:
Dr. Angelia Smith Wilson, Chacku Mathai and
Commissioner Dr. Chinazo Cunningham
FOR-NY Executive Director Dr. Angelia Smith
Wilson and FOR-NY Board President Chacku
Mathai will kickoff the conference by
introducing this year theme, “When We All
Recover; Holistic Recovery for Individuals,
Families and Communities.”
NYS Commissioner Dr. Chinazo Cunningham
will provide updates on OASAS initiatives
including the new Harm Reduction Bureau,
Workforce Development, integration of peer
services and the Recovery Bureau.

CHINAZO CUNNINGHAM M.D.

ABOUT DR. CUNNIGHAM
Dr. Cunningham, was appointed Commissioner by Governor Kathy Hochul and
confirmed by the NYS Senate as Commissioner of the New York State Office of
Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS) January of 2020.
Dr. Cunningham is a physician, researcher, and public health professional who
brings over 20 years of expertise in substance use treatment to OASAS. Prior to
joining OASAS, she served as the Executive Deputy Commissioner of Mental
Hygiene at the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, was a
practicing physician at Montefiore Health System, and a Professor of Medicine,
Family and Social Medicine, and Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine.
Dr. Cunningham has more than 20 years’ experience in research, care, and
program-development that focuses on people who use drugs. She has also
partnered with community-based organizations to develop pioneering programs
to promote the health of this population. Dr. Cunningham led one of the first
clinics in New York City to integrate buprenorphine into primary care. She has
trained hundreds of doctors to treat substance use disorders in primary care. Dr.
Cunningham has also led several research studies and published numerous
. . .articles
.
research
that focus on treating substance use disorders.

2022 New York State

RECOVERY CONFERENCE
ADDITION, TRAUMA, RACE & YOGA
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 9:30 AM

Keynote Speaker: Nikki Myers
The 12-step program says that it's through
understanding and application that it works.
In this session, Nikki Myers will shine a light of
deeper understanding on the connection
between addiction, trauma, and the construct
of race.
Together, we will explore a holistic model,
based in yoga philosophy and practices, that
can serve as a catalyst for individual and
collective healing and resilience.
NIKKI MYERS, MBA

ABOUT NIKKI MYERS
Nikki Myers, MBA, is an accomplished speaker and teacher, E-RYT500, Yoga
Therapist, Somatic Experiencing Practitioner, Addictions Recovery Specialist, and
Ayurvedic Specialist.
Born from her struggles with addiction and work with countless students, Nikki is
the founder of Y12SR, Yoga of 12-Step Recovery. Based on its theme ‘the issues live
in the tissues’, Y12SR is a relapse prevention program that weaves the art &
science of yoga with the practical tools of 12-step programs. Y12SR meetings are
available internationally and the curriculum has rapidly become a feature of
addiction recovery treatment centers.
Nikki’s work has been featured in the New York Times, Black Enterprise, The
Huffington Post, Origin Magazine, CBSnews.com and countless podcasts. She is
honored to be a co-founder of the annual Yoga, Meditation and Recovery
Conferences at Esalen Institute and Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health. Nikki has
been featured as a keynote speaker at the International Association of Yoga
Therapist (IAYT) conference and the International Conference on Integrative
Medicine at Harvard Medical School. She was named a Yoga Journal Game
Changer and is an honored recipient of the esteemed NUVO Cultural Visionary
Award.. . . .

2022 New York State

RECOVERY CONFERENCE
PLENARY: HARM REDUCTION SAFETY NET
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2:45 AM

Keynote Speaker: Guy Felicella
This inspirational keynote bridges the gaps of
harm reduction and recovery; and explores
how both play a role in helping substance
users.
Guy Felicella will share his personal experience
on how harm reduction not only saved his life
but gave him the connection needed to build a
new one.
Participants will walk away understanding the
role of harm reduction from a former
substance user's perspective and have a more
compassionate, understanding lens on how we
view substance use and harm reduction.

GUY FELICELLA

ABOUT GUY FELICELLA
Guy Felicella is an international speaker and drug policy reform advocate from
Vancouver Canada.
Guy started coping with trauma, undiagnosed learning disability and emotional
pain with drugs and alcohol at only 12 years old, which escalated into a
substance use disorder that left him residing in the Downtown Eastside for 20
years. He faced additional trauma through a life of homelessness, institutions,
gangs, severe health conditions that nearly took his leg and multiple overdoses.
Today Guy celebrates 9 years of recovery and uses his career and platform to
advocate for trauma therapy, harm reduction, quicker access to treatment and
changed drug policy. Guy is an inspiration to many and a fierce advocate for
those needing a voice and is an honored recipient of the esteemed NUVO
Cultural Visionary Award.

....

2022 New York State

RECOVERY CONFERENCE
PLENARY: SAMHSA OFFICE OF RECOVERY;
YESTERDAY AND TODAY
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 9 AM
Speaker: Dona Dmitrovic
SAMHSA has a long history of supporting
recovery services and partnering with people
in recovery, their families and allies.
In this session, Dona Dmitrovic will provide an
overview of the history of SAMSHA's support
and expand upon their work today.
Join this session to learn about the role of the
newly formed Office of Recovery and the
nature of recovery across systems.
DONA DMITROVIC

ABOUT DONA DMITROVIC
Dona M. Dmitrovic, MHS, serves as Senior Advisor for Recovery in the Office of the
Assistant Secretary at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Dona supports
recovery initiatives across the agency.
In her previous role, she served as the Director of the Center for Substance Abuse
Prevention providing executive leadership for federal efforts to improve the nation’s
behavioral health through evidence-based prevention approaches. She has
extensive experience in raising public awareness and supporting program
development for individuals with substance use disorders through advocacy, policy
and program development. Prior to her arrival at SAMHSA, she served as the
Executive Director for Foundation for Recovery in Las Vegas, NV, where she
developed and implemented peer recovery support programs, education and
training on peer support services and led the organization’s growth to a statewide
agency.
Ms. Dmitrovic also held the position of Director of the National Office of Consumer
Affairs for Optum Behavioral Health, UnitedHealthcare and Chief Operating Officer
for the RASE Project in Pennsylvania. In PA, she assisted the CEO launching the
Buprenorphine Coordinator program serving opioid dependent individuals with
recovery
support
services in treatment; one of the first in the country which
. . .two
. national
received
awards for innovation.

2022 New York State

RECOVERY CONFERENCE
MUSIC AS PATHWAY; ADDICTION AND
T U ERSEDC
AO
Y , VOECRT Y
OBER 18, 2:30 PM
Keynote Speaker: Joe Powell
The music and entertainment industries have
long been associated with drugs and alcohol.
This keynote will focus on the healing power of
music and the life of Joe Powell.
Joe started working in the entertainment
industry at age 4, growing up on stage during
the Harlem Renaissance as a tap dancer,
performing, with his father and two brothers,
with many big-name entertainers including
The Jackson Five, The Temptations, and Frank
Sinatra. He was introduced to drinking at an
early age and developed Alcohol Use Disorder,
in the footsteps of his father.

GUY FELICELLA

Music has subsequently enhanced and
supported his recovery for more than 30 years.
Come hear how song can empower your
recovery and recovery advocacy efforts.

ABOUT GUY FELICELLA
Joe Powell started working in the entertainment industry at age 4, growing up on
stage during the Harlem Renaissance as a tap dancer, performing, with his father
and two brothers, with many famous entertainers including The Jackson Five, The
Temptations, and Frank Sinatra. He was introduced to drinking at an early age
and developed Alcohol Use Disorder, in the footsteps of his father.
Music has subsequently enhanced and supported his recovery for more than 30
years. J
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